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BEN FRASER

PORTLAND residents and 
businesses are reaping the benefits 
of an internet-connected world, with 
online trade increasing in the past 12 
months.
New figures from Australia Post’s 

annual Inside Australian Online 
Shopping Report reveals a significant 
increase in online shopping volumes 
for Portland residents, which swelled 
by 24.7 % from last year.
On average, national online purchases 

grew 18.1%, but only account from 
about 8% of retail purchases, the 
report said.
One Portland business to garner the 

benefits from an Australian online 
purchasing market of $21.3 billion is 
Treloar Roses.
Director Gary Matuschka said his 

business almost exclusively relied on 
trade via the Internet.
“Treloar Roses is a national business; 

I would say we distribute about 99% 
of our trade through freight,” Mr 
Matuschka said.
“We do both wholesale and retail 

sales through our website, and about 
90% of that is retail.”
Mr Matuschka said as Australia’s 

largest rose producer, being able to 
ship large quantity of product across 
the country is crucial to his business. 
“Freight is a key component of our 

businesses; we’re sending a full 
van-load of roses every day.
“We’re keeping Australia Post very 

busy at this time of the year.”
He added that online shopping is a 

strong component of Treloar Roses’ 
business model.
“We’ve had an online presence for 

more than 15 years, and I would say 
we’ve seen a significant increase in the 
last five years.
“Technology – phones, tablets, 

laptops – has given people the ability 
to view our products anywhere.
“It’s so easy to place an order online.
“We have staff in-house to develop 

our website; they work hard to make 

sure everything links with the correct 
channels, like Facebook.”
Another Portland business that has a 

strong online presence is Squidlydids 
for Kids.
However, as manager Deb Roll 

points out, the revenue stream is quite 
different from Treloar Roses.
“We have a really well-built website, 

but online sales make up less than 1% 
of our total sales,” Mrs Roll said.
“Freight costs are the real issue for 

us, because once we factor in the 
cost of shipping someone’s purchase, 
we cannot compete price-wise with a 
chain offering free freight.
“The bulk of purchases we get are 

from Western Australia or Queensland 
… otherwise we just get people using 
our website to see what’s available and 
then come into the store or call us.”
Shenae Huppatz, co-owner of 

Portland fashion store Ivie and Eve, 
said while shop sales make up the bulk 
of her business’ income, online sale 
are growing.
“I would say our online store makes 

up 10-20% of our overall sales,” Mrs 
Huppatz said.
“It was a small percentage of our sales 

for a while, but in the past year or so it 
has increased dramatically.
“It’s much bigger than we anticipated.
“We promote our business on 

Facebook, because a lot of people 
from outside of Portland follow us 
online.
“The online store allows people to 

shop and process orders at their own 
leisure.”
Mrs Huppatz reiterated Mrs Roll’s 

notion that the website drives many 
customers to her Bentinck St store.
Australia Post’s annual online 

shopping report reveals national trends 
since 2015.
Australia Post General Manager for 

Parcels and Express Services Ben 
Franzi said locals have being shopping 
up a storm online, buying 24.7% more 
goods online last year compared with 
2016.
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PORTLAND’S Frank Zeigler proudly shows a Siebe Gorman six-
stud helmet which was used by divers during the construction of 
the Port of Portland in the 1960s. The helmet along with other old-
time diving equipment will be on show and in use at the Trawler 
Wharf this weekend by at least 50 diving enthusiasts as part of an 
event organised by Mr Zeigler and hosted by the Historic Diving 
Society of Australia Pacific.  Read more on page 11.
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A chance to view 
the amazing world 
of old-time diving 

New study shows big
jump in postal deliveries 

DESPITE a public plea for help, the Portland Bay 
School is yet to receive any substantial solutions to its 
ongoing issue with unsafe open drains on the boundary 
of the  school’s new $7 million purpose-build premises. 
The school had expected to take ownership of the Henty 
St premises this week, but will not move in without the 
drainage issue solved.                            Read more PAGE 3

Portland Bay School waits 
on help with open drains



11

BILL MELDRUM

OLD time diving 
equipment from as far 
back as the 19th century 
will be on show this long 
weekend at Portland’s 
Trawler Wharf.
An estimated 50 

enthusiasts from all 
parts of Australia and 
New Zealand will be 
in Portland for the 
event hosted by the 
Historic Diving Society 
of Australia Pacific, 
according to event 
organiser Frank Zeigler.
Mr Zeigler said it was 

the 10th anniversary of 
the event in Portland.
“We will be encouraging 

members of the public 
to come and have a look 
at the equipment, some 
of which was designed 
overseas as far back as 
the 1810s and 1820s, 
others which were used 
in World War II,” he said.
“Members of the public 

can operate the old time 
pumps which provide 
the divers with air … 
the pumps monitor the 
pressure and the depth of 
the divers.
Mr Zeigler said one 

of the pumps on show 
would be a three cylinder 
single stage pump from 
the 1860s.
“It has one piston pump 

which primes the second 
piston pump which in 

turn primes the third by 
which time the first is set 
to refresh,” he said.
“Some of the helmets on 

show will be a Toa which 
is a Japanese helmet from 
the 1940s, and a Siebe 
Gorman six-stud helmet 
which was used during 
the construction of the 
Port of Portland in the 
1960s.
The old time diving will 

be held at the Trawler 
Wharf tomorrow and 
Sunday 9am to 4.30pm 
on both days, while the 
National Association of 
Underwater Instructors 
will hold a antique 
equipment session on 
Monday at the Portland 
Leisure and Aquatic 
Centre’s indoor pool 
from 10am until 2pm.
“The Portland event 

is held in high esteem 
by the Historic Diving 
Society, not only because 
of what is on show but for 
the ease of accessibility 
for people to get to the 
Trawler Wharf.
“To hold a similar 

event in Sydney you 
are looking at paying 
maybe $80 a day just 
for parking and even 
then there is a fair 
distance to walk, so 
the assistance of the 
Glenelg Shire Council 
with this event should 
not be underestimated,” 
he said.

FRANK Zeigler shows some of the diving equipment from past eras which will be on show at the Trawler Wharf this weekend. It will be 
the 10th anniversary of the event in Portland which is hosted by the Historic Diving Society of Australia Pacific.
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Old time diving equipment on show
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